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20th Anniversary Lunch and website launch 

The sun shone as Isabella opened her 
beautiful villa to members from CSS and SWF for 
our end of season lunch on 20th May. What better way in the 
21st century to celebrate 20 years of CSS than launching our first 
website  www.shanghiaconsularspouses.org to connect with the 
modern world. We sang happy birthday with a celebration cake 
and enjoyed delicious dishes prepared by the CSS members and 
this gave us a relaxed chance to catch up with members, meet 
some new ones and sadly say farewell to our departing friends. 
Isabella has worked hard with a designer in Italy to produce an 
attractive site that is simple and practical, all board members are 
receiving training to help maintain it. The site will give CSS a 
platform to reach out to all members, partners and beyond.  

Board members bidding farewell to Hoimontee Bhatia from India 
and Liuba Montano from Cuba. Wishing you the best ladies! 
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NEW BOARD 

This month marked the end of 
season as we think about heading 
on our holidays for a summer 
break. Annual elections of the 
board have taken place and we are 
very pleased to announce that all 
members of the previous board 
have been re-elected, with a slight 
reshuffle in roles as follows: 

Busi Thage - President 
Valeria Herran Galindo – Vice 
President 
Isabella Macchia Pasqualucci – 
Administration and Treasurer 
Lydia Forbes – Charity Liaison 
Officer 
Christophe Catala – Cultural Officer  

Message from new 
President, Busi Thage 

Dear members, as some of you 
may know, I am Spouse to the 

South African Consul-General in 
Shanghai. Over time, in partnership 

with the Shanghai Women's 
Federation, CSS has done 

excellent work in the promotion of 
people to people relations and in 
particular supporting good causes 

in and around Shanghai. I am really  
humbled to be granted this 

important mandate of being CSS 
President. Please be assured that I 
am ready and willing to do my best 
to carry out the work of CSS. I am 
confident that the board can count 
on your continuous support as we 
change the lives we touch through 

charity! Furthermore, I was 
approached by one of the Beijing 
radio/ tv stations, they wanted to 
cover my China life. To see the 

video clip please go to 
english.cri.cn/

11234/2015/06/10/2801s882465.ht
m 

http://english.cri.cn/11234/2015/06/10/2801s882465.htm
http://www.shanghiaconsularspouses.org/
http://english.cri.cn/11234/2015/06/10/2801s882465.htm
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A Taste of Turkey at Black Pepper 
Restaurant 

 

This month we were fortunate to be invited by Ozlem Sahin, 
Spouse of the Consul-General of Turkey to Black Pepper 
Restaurant, Zhong Plaza on Taixing Lu. 15 members had the 
opportunity to enjoy delicious food, entertainment and an insight 
into turkish culture and this beautiful country. Many thanks to 
Ozlem and Black Pepper for this great experience. These events 
are always popular with members and we would be delighted if 
anyone would like to host a similar event in a restaurant featuring 
the food and culture of their home country. 
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Vocal Force Concert 
Members were treated to the 
harmonies of Vocal Force at a 
concert on 9 May at Shanghai 
Grand Theatre. The talented 
Chinese male trio sang modern 
and classical songs in Chinese, 
English, French, Italian and 
Spanish with a live orchestra. 
They delighted the audience with 
their romantic ballads and up 
beat numbers as they left the 
stage to dance with fans. In 
March, the group played at the 
open ing ce remony o f t he 
'Fashion With Love' CSS charity 
event that marked the opening 
ce remony o f t he Fash ion 
Festival. 

Many thanks to SWF for the 
tickets! 
   
Full Power For Love 
charity dinner 

Several members were guests of 
Kitty Xia and attended a charity 
dinner at Jinjiang Hotel to 
promote Chinese Equestrian 
Sports and raise money with 
Shanghai Charity Foundation for 
United Way Fund and Shanghai 
Special Care Fund. The charities 
support pre-schools of migrant 
worker's children and support 
those wi th spec ia l needs. 
Equestrian Sports are very 
popular in Hong Kong and there 
is growing interest in China. This 
sports industry can  generate a 
lot of money and many people 
involved wish to help charities. 
The event raised funds through a 
char i t y auc t ion and many 
talented children entertained the 
guests through the evening with 
singing and dancing.  
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Charity  
The board has short listed charities and the proposal is under 
consideration by SWF and SCF. We hope we can inform you on 
their decision soon and make plans to formally donate the funds 
raised in our March event.   

For those items not yet sold, CSS working closely with the SWF, 
have put these on a wechat linked virtual shop. This works like 
your taobao/ jd.com online shops and will run for about a month 
after which we will have final figure of funds raised for this year’s 
charities.  

Over the next year we would like to see CSS members and our 
community more involved in helping charities. We would like to 
offer more visits and information on the great work that is being 
done across Shanghai and further afield and to encourage 
opportunities for volunteering. We are exploring options and 
welcome any interest from members who have any experience in 
this area or may just like to get involved and help a bit. 

If you are having a clear out, leaving Shanghai or know friends 
who are going then consider donating unwanted items. There are 
several charities that need many things and some will collect. 
Here are just a few 

www.apleinesmains.com  
www.mifanmama.com  
www.renewal.org.cn 

Up Coming Events 

19 June 2015 - The Putuo district FAO invites CSS to the Dragon 
Boat Festival race 

23 June 2015 - The Shanghai Women’s Federation invites CSS 
on a tour of Jiading district 

If you would like to host an event or have an idea to share please 
get in touch! 

The Board wishes you peaceful and joyful 
holidays. Come back with re-newed energy as 

we roll up our sleeves and reach out to the 
local communities! Please take care and travel 

safely!!!
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Tour of Songjiang 

On Saturday 23 May Shanghai 
Foreign Affairs Office invited 
members of diplomatic missions 
to enjoy a day in the Songjiang 
area, to the west of Shanghai. 
This opportunity was taken up by 
m a n y C S S m e m b e r s a n d 
families. Leaving the Huating 
hotel by bus we were entertained 
with some interesting anecdotes 
from the guide on Chinese 
culture. We arrived at Guangfulin 
Heritage Park to visit a replica of 
the Zen Buddhist Temple. We 
then took a mini train ride around 
Thames Town, a development 
themed on British architecture 
and popular with bridal couples 
taking photographs. In Songjiang 
City Planning Museum we had a 
presentation video in 3D on the 
history of the city. Following lunch 
w e h e a d e d t o S h e n s h a n 
Botanical Gardens and saw a 
natural waterfall and amazing 
nursery with non-native plant 
species. It was a very interesting 
day to see a different part of 
Shanghai. Many thanks for the 
invitation. 

http://jd.com
http://www.apleinesmains.com/
http://www.mifanmama.com/
http://www.renewal.org.cn/

